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A study on the demonstrative pronoun “k"ou’” in

Xinhui dialect of Siyi dialect

HUANG Fenglan, WANG Maolin
wmljd@126.com

Abstract

The function of “kbou™” in Xinhui dialect bears some resemblance to “dan”
in Cantonese and “zhe yang or na yang” in Mandarin. In this study, the functions
of “khou®” are investigated, with an analysis of its reference, connection and
discourse marking. On one hand, it can serve as a syntactic component, referring to
a specific component in sentences. On the one hand, it is grammaticalized to serve
a connective role, linking the preceding and following sentences or discourse. In
terms of discourse marker function, “k"ou®” can be combined with other words
to serve as both an opening and an ending marker.

Keywords : Cantonese, Xinhui dialect, demonstrative pronoun “k"ou’”
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