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Challenges in D2 and D3 Acquisition:
Dr. Sun Yat-Sen’s 1924 Cantonese and Mandarin Audiorecordings

Marjorie K.M. Chan
The Ohio State University
chan.9@osu.edu

Abstract

Two short audiorecordings from Dr. Sun Yat-sen 7% i& v, made in 1924, serve as the
corpora for the study of his second and third Chinese dialect acquisition. His first dialect (D1)
was Zhongshan ( » ' ) Cantonese, his second dialect (D2) Standard Cantonese, and his third
dialect (D3) Mandarin. Using the two audiorecordings, one of him reading Cantonese and the
other Mandarin, this paper studies the types of errors that Dr. Sun made in his D2 Cantonese
and his D3 Mandarin speech productions, focusing on patterns of consistency or inconsistency
with respect to the target production, and the mapping that took place between source and
target dialect.

Key words: Zhongshan dialect, Cantonese, Mandarin, dialect acquisition, Sun Yat-sen
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